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Whitecottage@hotmail.co.uk
Newsletter
March 2011
Dear Parents and Carers,
White Cottage fees will increase from 1ST May 2011. We did not increase our fees last year and have held off for as long as possible! The main difference in price is the driving school pick-ups and drop- offs, we have added £1 charge to the after school session due the rise in petrol. Please see attached price list.
Please note that you must complete a notification of leave/change of hours form if you wish to cancel your child’s place or change the hours your child attends White Cottage. You are required to give one calendar months notice. Thank you.
Two Year Old Funding

Is your child entitled to Two Year Old Funding? Criteria’s include:

Families on the higher rate of Family Tax credit

Families on income support

Children with additional needs
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There are other criteria that you may meet, please speak with someone from our leadership team if you would like to find out more. Alternatively, please visit our Swindon Surestart Partnerships website.

Playground project
As the weather is becoming dryer, we would like some volunteers to offer their time for a couple of hours on a Saturday morning. You would be helping us paint benches and the new sand pit and generally lending a hand to get the garden up together after the winter. The dates we were thinking are 9th or 16th of April.  If you can help us we would be very grateful and would like you to attend our HOW meeting Thursday 24th March. If you were unable to attend the meeting but still would like to help please see Louise. 
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Parental involvement
We have changed the way we pass information to parents and carers about their child’s learning (please read new policy attached). From now on your child’s key worker will ask you to stay behind on collection of your child or attend the setting slightly earlier to discuss a written observation on your child. She will ask your views and discuss how the setting and family can support your child to progress towards next steps. Parents will be asked to write comments on observation sheet and take home a learning train. Staff will book another meeting with parent or carer in four weeks time to review learning train and discuss new observation. We believe that by meeting with families every four weeks this will enable us to develop better relationships and improve parental involvement. Please remember with have an open door policy and you may make an appointment at any time to see your child’s key worker.
As we will be consulting with families every four weeks, we will no longer be providing the evening parental consultation
Physical education

Please note that children in the big room have P.E every Friday. Please ensure your child has a P.E bag with shorts and a T-shirt, as this will help your child feel confident getting undressed/dressed for P.E once they start school.
Playrooms

Please can we remind you all that parents ARE NOT permitted in the play-rooms and children should be encouraged to independently hang their coats up and put their shoes in the shoebox? In addition, if your child needs the toilets please ask a member of staff to take them; parents ARE NOT permitted to enter the girls or boys toilets for safeguarding reasons. 
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Kinderama

We are fortunate to be able to continue with our Kinderama sessions who provide dance, drama and sports sessions on a Thursday morning for all children in the big room.

Baby News
As some of you may have guessed Stacey Green is due to give birth in August, Although Stacey wishes to continue working key days in July (children’s graduation day), she will most likely begin maternity leave at the end of June, We wish her all the best and would like to take this opportunity to thank Stacey for her dedication and commitment to White Cottage and look forward to her return in 2012.
White Cottage after school clubs

We are pleased to hear so many positive comments about our new After School Club activities. The children chose this new term activities and helped plan each week’s task! They are also involved with evaluating each session. Please see parents board for the list of activities available.
Dates for your diary

	Funding begins
	Tuesday 1st March

	How Meeting
	Thursday 24th March

	Last day of funding
	Friday 8th April

	Half term
	Mon 11th-22nd April

	Last day of funding
	Friday 27th May

	Half term
	Monday 30th May

	Funding begins
	Tuesday 7th June

	Sports Day (big room)
	Friday 10th June

	Roves Farm  Leavers trip (letter to be sent out)
	Thursday 30th June

	Graduation day/party ( Last day of funding) 
	Wednesday 20th July


Please remember we close bank holidays!
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