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Whitecottage@hotmail.co.uk
Newsletter
September 2011
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to the new academic year to those of you that had a break over the summer! Check out our photos in the corridor displaying ‘What we did this summer!’ These include horse riding, swimming, strawberry picking and many more activities (and they call it work).
OFSTED inspection

Its official!! We are good!! We were inspected by ofsted 17/08/11 (South Marston site) very unexpectedly as we were not due until 2012! However I am delighted to report that we had some amazing comments from the inspectors including ‘A key strength of this nursery is the strong partnerships with parents and other agencies. As a result of these effective partnerships and the focussed planning and assessment system in place, all children make good progress in their development and learning!’ You can find the full report online using our registration number EY365224 alternatively ask a practitioner for a copy.
May I take this opportunity to thank my wonderful team who work extremely hard implementing new strategies to enable us to continue to develop and achieve our goals ,one of which is to provide a warm and stimulating learning environment for all children. Thank you your enthusiasm and commitment to White Cottage I am so pleased that your hard work has been recognised by ofsted.
Two Year Old Funding

Is your child entitled to Two Year Old Funding? Criteria’s include:

Families on the higher rate of Family Tax credit

Families on income support

Children with additional needs
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There are other criteria that you may meet, please speak with someone from our leadership team if you would like to find out more. Alternatively, please visit our Swindon Surestart Partnerships website.

Playground project
As most of you are aware we had a revamp of the garden at the beginning of the year. Thanks to some parents, volunteers and staff we manage to put in place various planting opportunities, an outdoor chalkboard, paint the fence and benches. This is an ongoing project and we hope to have a wooden gazebo in place over the toddler garden and the sandpit by the end of next year.
Parental involvement
We have implemented the new assessment for learning policy and procedure for a whole term now and would like feedback about this. All parents and carers should have had one meeting with their child’s key person and understand what their child’s ‘learning target’ is and how the staff are supporting their child to reach that goal. Please complete the questionnaire attached you may remain anonymous if you wish.

Physical education

Please note that children in the big room have P.E every Friday. Please ensure your child has a P.E bag with shorts and a T-shirt, as this will help your child feel confident getting undressed/dressed for P.E once they start school.
Playrooms

Please can we remind you all that parents ARE NOT permitted in the play-rooms and children should be encouraged to independently hang their coats up and put their shoes in the shoebox? In addition, if your child needs the toilets please ask a member of staff to take them; parents ARE NOT permitted to enter the girls or boys toilets for safeguarding reasons. 
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Kinderama

We are fortunate to be able to continue with our Kinderama sessions who provide dance, drama and sports sessions for all children in the big room. This is a fabulous resource however ,as Kinderama is a separate enterprise you will be billed directly by them monthly in advance.
Baby News
Congratulations to Stacey and her husband Nigel on the birth of their beautiful baby daughter Imogen!
White Cottage after school clubs

We will be continuing with our after school activities (South Marston site)for the school children. We will be advised of our themes by the children as we believe it to be more successful if the school children can plan their own activities. We will display the timetable the week commencing 5th September.

Staff changes

As Stacey Green is on maternity leave until Easter, Merlin (who is beginning her early year’s degree in September) will be running the big room with Kirsty. Julie will be working with the babies and toddlers with Stacey Manning. We regret to inform you that Sabina will be leaving us, after recently getting married as she will be moving to Swansea with her new husband. We wish her the best of luck and she will most certainly be missed by all!
Also, Joanne has excepted the opportunity to work alongside Michelle at our Preschool in  Rodbourne. Having worked at White Cottage over the past two years and being a highly regarded member of our team Joanne will be missed. However White Cottage Pre School are very excited to have her. Welcome back Michelle, who has been on maternity leave since January. Michelle will be working Mon-Thu which means that Louise will be working each Friday with Joanne.
Dates for your diary

	Funding begins
	Monday 5th September

	HOW (Helpers of White Cottage) Meeting ,all parents and carers  welcome.
	Monday 12th September

	Jeans for Genes Day
	Friday 7th October

	Last Day of Funding
	Wednesday 19th October

	Half Term
	Thursday 20th Oct – Friday 28th Oct

	Funding Begins
	Monday 31st October

	Christmas Nativity
	To be

	Christmas party (surprise visit from Santa)
	Friday 16th December

	Last day of Funding
	Friday 16th December

	Closed
	6.00PM Friday 23rd December

	Open 
	7.30AM Thursday 29th & 30th December & 3rd Jan

	Funding Begins
	Wednesday 4th January


Child’s name.............................................................DOB............................You may wish to remain anonymous if so please leave blank and pop in the parent comments &suggestions box in the corridor. 
a) Are you aware that you are required every 4-6 weeks to meet with your child’s key worker to discuss child’s development?   YES....................              NO......................

b) Have you ever read our assessment for learning policy?   YES..........................         NO....................

c) Have you received a parent consultation with your child’s key worker? If so would you say that it was beneficial to your child’s learning & development? 

YES..........................NO.................................A little...........................................No much........................

d)Do you know what “ next steps “ your child is working towards at White Cottage?

YES................................... NO.......................................Can’t remember......................................................

Please can you complete this questionnaire by sharing your experiences of your child’s consultation as this will help us to identify if we need to make any improvements. Thank you.
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